
Introducing PLD’s very own range of Decodable 
Reading Books, meticulously designed for 
children being taught to read using Structured 
Synthetic Phonics (SSP). 

Sets 1-4 support learning during Semester 1 
Foundation with a focus on CVC and a gradual 
introduction of alphabet sounds. In addition, 
our Decodable Reading Books also incorporate 
regular decodable high-frequency words, as well 
as introducing Heart Words.

The books start with very low word count, 
large font and single lines of text, and gradually 
progress through the sets to a higher word 
count, smaller font and multiple lines of text as 
the ability to decode becomes more fluid. 

Pip sat.
6

Dad had a map.
8

Tom got Bud
in the big tub.

12

A fat bug was on the web. 

It can not get its leg 

from the web.
10

Key Features 
• Fully decodable books.

•	 Mixture	of	fiction	and	non-fiction	texts.	

• Gradual introduction of sounds with between 15-30 books at each level to keep reading fun and interesting.

• Pre-reading activities focus on recapping sounds and  
practise words, introducing Heart Words and asking 
initial comprehension questions.

 

• Post-reading activities provide further opportunities to  
practise phonics, ask more detailed comprehension  
questions,	and	finish	with	fun	facts	or	activities	centred	 
around the book. 

•	 Each	fiction	book	showcases	beautiful	photography	from	an	Australian	location,	along	with	facts	and	information	about	
that area.
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Learn 

Check understanding
Ask the following questions to check the child understood this book:

 � What did Nan sit on? (page 5)
 � Why did Nan get wet? (pages 8-9)
 � What happened to Nan when she was having a nap? (page 12)

Learn new words

nap frightened
Say the word nap. Say the word frightened.

What does the word nap mean? What does the word frightened 
mean?

Nap means to have a little 
sleep.

Frightened means you are 
afraid or scared.

In our book, who had a nap?
(page 11)

In our book, what was Nan 
frightened of? (page 13)

Can you think of other places 
you might nap? 

Can you think of something else 
you might be frightened of? 

Now you make up a sentence 
using the word nap.

Now you make up a sentence 
using the word frightened.

Retell the story
Now that the child has read this book, ask them if they can remember 
the story and retell it in their own words. Rather than reading, this 
activity will improve storytelling skills.

Read the book again
Each time this book is re-read, the child will read smoother, faster and 
more accurately. For best results read it three to four times over the 
course of a week.
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Western 
Australia

Rottnest Island / 
Wadjemup 

Details

Explore Rottnest Island
Although a small island, Rottnest has 63 beaches, and 12 salt lakes to explore! 
The island is also home to six major habitats - ocean, coastal, wetlands, 
woodlands, scrub heath and settled areas. 

Where were the photographs taken?
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Pause

What are these sounds?

Practise words

 

red ran can

had pet mad

hid rim den

Read these words.  
Some of these are common (high-frequency) words.

Heart words
These are common words that cannot be sounded out easily. The 
difficult part (coloured red with  above) must be learned by heart.

a    the    I    is         

p n i a t s
c h r e m d
T N S A P I
H R C M D E

1

Listen

Prepare for reading
Look at the front cover and read the title together.
Ask the following questions:

 � What do you think this book is about?
 � What do you know about ants?
 � How many legs do ants have?  

Tips to help early readers

 � Read from left to right.  � Look at the letters.  
Don’t guess from the pictures.

 � Use your finger to point to  
letters as you read.

 � If you don’t know the word,  
say the sounds and blend  
them together.

hid

ih d hidSid hid.

Text features
As you read together, point out to the child:

 � Capital letters: Sam  

 � Full stops: I am Sam.
2

Dive In

Vocabulary
NOTE: adult to read the words in brackets

(legs)

(abdomen)
(thorax)

(head)

(mandible)

(antenna)

(eye)

aanntt

3

Set 1 Set 2 Set 3 Set 4
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Set 1 - 15 Books (12 fiction, 3 non-fiction)

CVC with s a t p i n and capital letters

Books 1-5
• Low word count of up to 20 words
• A single line of text
• No high-frequency words
• Large font (PLD font size A)

Books 6-15
• Low word count of up to 30 words
• A single line of text
•  Heart Words: a I
• Large font (PLD font size B)

Set 2 - 15 Books (12 fiction, 3 non-fiction)

CVC with set 1 sounds, introducing c h e r m d, capital letters and full stops

Books 1-5
• Word count of up to 40 words
• 1 line of text
•  Heart Words: a I
• Large font (PLD font size B)

Books 6-15
• Word count of up to 60 words
• 1-2 lines of text
•  Heart Words: the, is
• Large font (PLD font size C)
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What are these sounds?

Practise words

 

sat in it
nap tip nip
Nan sip pat

Read these words.  
Some of these are common (high-frequency) words.

1

 � Read from left to right.  � Look at the letters.  
Don’t guess from the pictures.

 � Use your finger to point to  
letters as you read.

 � If you don’t know the word,  
say the sounds and blend  
them together.

Listen

Prepare for reading
Look at the front cover and read the title together.
Ask the following questions:

 � What does Nan have in her basket?
 � Where do you think Nan is going? 
 � What is a towel for? 

Tips to help early readers

Text features
As you read together, point out to the child:

 � Capital letters: Nan  

sit

Pip sit. is t sit

2

Dive In

Meet the character

NNaann

3

Nan naps.
11

Nip. Nip!
12

Practise Path

Speed words 

in  

it  

sit  

sat  

nap 
tip 

indicates common (high-frequency) words14

Learn 

Check understanding
Ask the following questions to check the child understood this book:

 � What did Nan sit on? (page 5)
 � Why did Nan get wet? (pages 8-9)
 � What happened to Nan when she was having a nap? (page 12)

Learn new words

nap frightened
Say the word nap. Say the word frightened.

What does the word nap mean? What does the word frightened 
mean?

Nap means to have a little 
sleep.

Frightened means you are 
afraid or scared.

In our book, who had a nap?
(page 11)

In our book, what was Nan 
frightened of? (page 13)

Can you think of other places 
you might nap? 

Can you think of something else 
you might be frightened of? 

Now you make up a sentence 
using the word nap.

Now you make up a sentence 
using the word frightened.

Retell the story
Now that the child has read this book, ask them if they can remember 
the story and retell it in their own words. Rather than reading, this 
activity will improve storytelling skills.

Read the book again
Each time this book is re-read, the child will read smoother, faster and 
more accurately. For best results read it three to four times over the 
course of a week.

15

Western 
Australia

Rottnest Island / 
Wadjemup 

Details

Explore Rottnest Island
Although a small island, Rottnest has 63 beaches, and 12 salt lakes to explore! 
The island is also home to six major habitats - ocean, coastal, wetlands, 
woodlands, scrub heath and settled areas. 

Where were the photographs taken?
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Pause

What are these sounds?

Practise words

 

red ran can

had pet mad

hid rim den

Read these words.  
Some of these are common (high-frequency) words.

Heart words
These are common words that cannot be sounded out easily. The 
difficult part (coloured red with  above) must be learned by heart.

a    the    I    is         

p n i a t s
c h r e m d
T N S A P I
H R C M D E

1

Listen

Prepare for reading
Look at the front cover and read the title together.
Ask the following questions:

 � What do you think this book is about?
 � What do you know about ants?
 � How many legs do ants have?  

Tips to help early readers

 � Read from left to right.  � Look at the letters.  
Don’t guess from the pictures.

 � Use your finger to point to  
letters as you read.

 � If you don’t know the word,  
say the sounds and blend  
them together.

hid

ih d hidSid hid.

Text features
As you read together, point out to the child:

 � Capital letters: Sam  

 � Full stops: I am Sam.
2

Dive In

Vocabulary
NOTE: adult to read the words in brackets

(legs)

(abdomen)
(thorax)

(head)

(mandible)

(antenna)

(eye)

aanntt

3

An ant can sip at 
the dam.

11

An ant hid. The 
ant is in the den.

12

Practise Path

Speed words 

red
 

rid

had
 

hid

rim

ram 
indicates common (high-frequency) words14

Learn 

Check understanding
Ask the following questions to check the child understood this book:

 � What colour was the ant? (page 4)
 � Where was the ant? (page 10)
 � Tell me some of the things an ant can do. (pages 5, 7, 8, 9, 11)

Learn new words

determined
Say the word determined.

What does the word determined mean?

Determined means to keep doing something even when it is hard.

In our book, how were the ants determined? (pages 8, 10) 

Can you think of a time you were determined? 

Now you make up a sentence using the word determined.

Retell the book
Now that the child has read this book, ask them if they can retell it in 
their own words. Rather than reading, this activity will improve oral 
retell skills.

Read the book again
Each time this book is re-read, the child will read smoother, faster and 
more accurately. For best results read it three to four times over the 
course of a week.

15

Discover

Facts about ants

 � There are 1 million ants for every 
human.

 � Ants live in groups called colonies.

 � Ants communicate through their 
antennae using smell.

 � Ants are the longest living of all 
insects.

 � Ants can’t swim, but they do float on 
water.

 � Ants don’t sleep, but they take naps 
throughout the day.

 � Ants work as a team to build nests 
and collect food.

 � Ants are very strong. They can lift 
50 times their own body weight!
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Set 3 - 25 Books (17 fiction, 8 non-fiction)

CVC with set 1 and 2 sounds, introducing g o u f l b, full stops and question marks

Books 1-10
• Word count of up to 60 words
• 1-2 lines of text
•  Heart Words: a, I, the, is 
• Large font (PLD font size C)

Books 11-25
• Word count of up to 100 words
• 1-2 lines of text
•  Heart Words: has, his, as, of
• Large font (PLD font size D)

Pause

What are these sounds?

Practise words

 

run big not
hid fat lots
legs slug spot

Read these words.  
Some of these are common (high-frequency) words.

Heart words
These are common words that cannot be sounded out easily. The 
difficult part (coloured red with  above) must be learned by heart.

as    has    of

p n i a t s

c h r e m d

g o u b f l

1

 � Look at the letters. Don’t guess 
from the pictures. 

 � Use your finger to point to 
letters as you read.

 � If you don’t know the word, say 
the sounds and blend them 
together. 

 � Remember to pause at the  
full stops.

Listen

Prepare for reading
Look at the front cover and read the title together.
Ask the following questions:

 � What can you see on the leaf?
 � What do you think this bug might eat?
 � Tell me about a bug you have seen. 

Tips to help early readers

Text features
As you read together, point out to the child:

 � Full stops: Hit it up.

 � Question marks: Can I get a pet?

big

ib g big

Tom got  
a big cod.

Fun in the 
sun.

2

Dive In

Vocabulary

bbuugg

3

A bug hid in a bed on the gum.

12

Practise Path

indicates common (high-frequency) words

Speed words 
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14

Learn 

Check understanding
Ask the following questions to check the child understood this book:

 � Why did the grasshopper need big legs? (page 8)
 � What was the bee doing? (page 10)
 � Where did the stick insect hide? (page 11)

Learn new words

nibble
Say the word nibble.

What does the word nibble mean?

Nibble means to take small bites.

In our book, which bug nibbled the leaf? (page 9) 

Can you think of something else a bug might nibble?  

Now you make up a sentence using the word nibble.

Retell the story
Now that the child has read this book, ask them if they can retell it in 
their own words. Rather than reading, this activity will improve oral 
retell skills.

Read the book again
Each time this book is re-read, the child will read smoother, faster and 
more accurately. For best results read it three to four times over the 
course of a week.

15

Discover

Match the bugs to their names.

Beetle Slug Centipede Butterfly

Bee Stick Insect Ladybird Grasshopper

16
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Set 4 - 25 Books (17 fiction, 8 non-fiction)

CVC with set 1, 2 and 3 sounds, introducing w j v k z y, question marks and commas

Books 1-10
• Word count of up to 60 words
• 1-2 lines of text
•  Heart Words: a, I, the, is, has, his, as, of  
• Large font (PLD font size C)

Books 11-25
• Word count of up to 120 words
• 2-3 lines of text
•  Heart Words: was for
• Large font (PLD font size D)

Website Order Code DRs4

$200Total Inc. GST
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NON-FICTION EXAMPLE

Pause

p n i a t s

c h r e m d

g o u b f l

w j v k z y

What are these sounds?

Practise words

 

yes wet zip
jog kip kids
wins spin swim

Read these words.  
Some of these are common (high-frequency) words.

Heart words
These are common words that cannot be sounded out easily. The 
difficult part (coloured red with  above) must be learned by heart.

is    the    a    for    I    
1

 � Look at the letters. Don’t guess 
from the pictures. 

 � Use your finger to point to 
letters as you read.

 � If you don’t know the word, say 
the sounds and blend them 
together. 

 � Remember to pause at the  
full stops.

Listen

Prepare for reading
Look at the front cover and read the title together.
Ask the following questions:

 � What are the children doing?
 � How can we tell they are having fun?
 � What games do you like to play with friends? 

Tips to help early readers

Text features
As you read together, point out to the child:

 � Question marks: Did Kim win?

 � Commas: Yum, yum.

wet

ew t wet

Zac can 
sit.

Jen can 
wag.

2

Dive In

Meet the characters

CCaamm TToommKKiimm

JJeenn LLiillJJeett

DDeebb JJaazzNNeedd

3

Jaz got a bat for Deb, 

Jaz and Deb yak and yak.

I can yak.

12

Practise Path

Speed words 

indicates common (high-frequency) words

jig

jog

wet

wiz

win

zip

zig-zag

Speed words 

14

Learn 

Check understanding
Ask the following questions to check the child understood this book:

 � What could Tom do? (page 6)
 � Do you think Ned was a good sport? Why?/Why not? (page 11)
 � What were Jaz and Deb doing while they played table tennis? 

(page 12)

Learn new words

include
Say the word include.

What does the word include mean?

Include means to allow someone to join in with the group.

In our book, did the children include everyone in the basketball 
game? (page 13) 

Can you think of a time someone included you? How did it feel to 
be included rather than left out?

Now you make up a sentence using the word include.

Retell the story
Now that the child has read this book, ask them if they can remember 
the story and retell it in their own words. Rather than reading, this 
activity will improve storytelling skills.

Read the book again
Each time this book is re-read, the child will read smoother, faster and 
more accurately. For best results read it three to four times over the 
course of a week.

15

Details

Explore Darwin Waterfront 
Darwin is Australia’s northernmost capital city and enjoys a tropical climate 
and incredible sunsets. Visitors to the waterfront can attempt the huge 
inflatable obstacle course at Aqua Park, enjoy a game of beach volleyball, or 
relax in crocodile-free waters at Wave Lagoon. 

Where were the photographs taken?

Northern 
Territory

Darwin Waterfront 
Larrakia Country 

16
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Kim and His KinKim and His Kin
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The Red VanThe Red Van
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Cub, Pup, Kid, Kit?Cub, Pup, Kid, Kit?
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WinWin

 CVC 
w j v k z y 

PL
D 

De
co

da
bl

e 
Re

ad
in

g 
Bo

ok
s

Set 4
Book 8

Yes It Can!Yes It Can!
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WebsWebs
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Vic and ValVic and Val
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Jim and Ed DigJim and Ed Dig
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A Hut for UsA Hut for Us

 CVC 
w j v k z y 

PL
D 

De
co

da
bl

e 
Re

ad
in

g 
Bo

ok
s

Set 4
Book 16

KipKip
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Jaz and the JobJaz and the Job
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A Wiz KidA Wiz Kid
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Fun for KidsFun for Kids
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Jobs for KidsJobs for Kids
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Yum!Yum!
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In the WetIn the Wet
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Set 5 - 30 Books (20 fiction, 10 non-fiction)

diagraphs ck sh ch th oo ee qu wh x, commas and exclamation marks

Books 1-10
• Word count of up to 100 words
• 2-3 lines of text
• No New  Heart Words
• Large font (PLD font size D)

Books 11-20
• Word count of up to 125 words
• 2-3 lines of text
•  Heart Words: me, we, be, she, he
• Large font (PLD font size D)

Books 21-30
• Word count of up to 150 words
• 2-3 lines of text
•  Heart words: me, we, be, she, he
• Large font (PLD font size E)

Available 
in 2025

Set 6 - 30 Books (20 fiction, 10 non-fiction)

CCVC & CVCC, exclamation marks and speech marks

Books 1-10
• Word count of up to 100 words
• 2-3 lines of text
• No new  Heart Words
• Large font (PLD font size D)

Books 11-20
• Word count of up to 150 words
• 3 lines of text
•  Heart Words: to, do, who, into, are
• Suffix -ed
• Large font (PLD font size D)

Books 21-30
• Word count of up to 200 words
• 3-4 lines of text
•  Heart Words: you, to, do, who, into, are
• Large font (PLD font size E)

Available 
in 2025

Class sets  
available! Quokka QuestQuokka Quest

CCVC & CVCC
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