
Forming and recalling the correct letter formations.

REFERENCE CARD: VERBAL CUES FOR LETTER GROUP 1

around back... 
around forward

around...
up... 

and down

down... 
and across

down...
up... 

and around

down... 
and a dot

down...
up and over

a
ro

un
d

up

d
o

w
n

d
o

w
n

1

2 across

d
o

w
n

u
p

a
ro

u
n

d

d
o

w
n

dot

d
o

w
n up

 a
nd

 o

ver

snake apple

tiger pop

itchy nose
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Forming and recalling the correct letter formations.

REFERENCE CARD: VERBAL CUES FOR LETTER GROUP 2

down...  
up and over...
up and over

down...  
up... 

and curve

down...
 half up and over

push forward...  
and up... 

and around

around...  
up high... 
and down

around

d
o

w
n

up

curve

d
o

w
n

ha
lf 

up
an

d over

push forw
ard

 &
 u

p

a
ro

u
n

d

a
ro

un
d

up
 h

ig
h

d
o

w
n

a
ro

un
d

d
o

w
n up

 an

d over

up
 an

d over

mix

rabbit

hot

egg

car

dig
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Correct posture?

 Yes

 No
    

Correct grip?

 Yes

 No
    

Correct cue said when writing?

 Yes

 No
    

Correct formation?

 Yes

 No
   

“Down... 
up and over...
up and over.”

O
b

se
rv

a
tio

ns
:

d
o

w
n

up

 and over

up

 and over

Level 1a
With starting points and  

letter shape guide

This letter makes 
 the sound “m”

Forming Rainbow Letters 
Providing repeated practice. 

Start on 
the dot.1 Say the cue 

words as you 
write the letter.

3Stay in the 
path.2 “Down... up and over... 

up and over.”

Repeat until  
all letters are 
completed.

4

In
st

ru
ct

io
ns

:

Change colour 
and repeat steps 
1-4 to make 
rainbow letters.

5

mix
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Correct posture?

 Yes

 No
    

Correct grip?

 Yes

 No
    

Correct cue said when writing?

 Yes

 No
    

Correct formation?

 Yes

 No
   

“Down... 
up and over...
up and over.”

O
b

se
rv

a
tio

ns
:

Start on 
the dot.1

In
st

ru
ct

io
ns

:
Level 1b

With starting points only.

This letter makes 
 the sound “m”

Forming Letters 
Providing repeated practice. 

mix

2 Circle your 
best letter.4Say the cue words 

as you write the 
letter.

“Down... up and over... 
up and over.”

Repeat until  
all letters are 
completed.

3
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Correct posture?

 Yes

 No
    

Correct grip?

 Yes

 No
    

Correct cue said when writing?

 Yes

 No
    

Correct formation?

 Yes

 No
   

“Down... 
up... 
and 

curve.”

O
b

se
rv

a
tio

ns
:

d
o

w
n

up

curve

Level 1a
With starting points and  

letter shape guide

This letter makes 
 the sound “r”

Forming Rainbow Letters 
Providing repeated practice. 

Start on 
the dot.1 Say the cue 

words as you 
write the letter.

3Stay in the 
path.2 “Down... up... 

and curve.”

Repeat until  
all letters are 
completed.

4

In
st

ru
ct

io
ns

:

Change colour 
and repeat steps 
1-4 to make 
rainbow letters.

5

rabbit
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Correct posture?

 Yes

 No
    

Correct grip?

 Yes

 No
    

Correct cue said when writing?

 Yes

 No
    

Correct formation?

 Yes

 No
   

“Down... 
up... 
and 

curve.”

O
b

se
rv

a
tio

ns
:

Start on 
the dot.1

In
st

ru
ct

io
ns

:
Level 1b

With starting points only.

This letter makes 
 the sound “r”

Forming Letters 
Providing repeated practice. 

rabbit

2 Circle your 
best letter.4Say the cue words 

as you write the 
letter.

“Down... up... 
and curve.”

Repeat until  
all letters are 
completed.

3
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Correct posture?

 Yes

 No
    

Correct grip?

 Yes

 No
    

Correct cue said when writing?

 Yes

 No
    

Correct formation?

 Yes

 No
   

“Down...
half up 

and over.”

O
b

se
rv

a
tio

ns
:

d
o

w
n

ha
lf 

up

and over

Level 1a
With starting points and  

letter shape guide

This letter makes 
 the sound “h”

Forming Rainbow Letters 
Providing repeated practice. 

Start on 
the dot.1 Say the cue 

words as you 
write the letter.

3Stay in the 
path.2 “Down...

half up and over.”

Repeat until  
all letters are 
completed.

4

In
st

ru
ct

io
ns

:

Change colour 
and repeat steps 
1-4 to make 
rainbow letters.

5

hot
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Correct posture?

 Yes

 No
    

Correct grip?

 Yes

 No
    

Correct cue said when writing?

 Yes

 No
    

Correct formation?

 Yes

 No
   

“Down...
half up 

and over.”

O
b

se
rv

a
tio

ns
:

Start on 
the dot.1

In
st

ru
ct

io
ns

:
Level 1b

With starting points only.

This letter makes 
 the sound “h”

Forming Letters 
Providing repeated practice. 

hot

2 Circle your 
best letter.4Say the cue words 

as you write the 
letter.

“Down...
half up and over.”

Repeat until  
all letters are 
completed.

3

28     Letter Formation For Little People - Step 2             ISBN: 978-1-925057-96-6            https://pld-literacy.org/HL             PLD Organisation Pty. Ltd.



     

Correct posture?

 Yes

 No
    

Correct grip?

 Yes

 No
    

Correct cue said when writing?

 Yes

 No
    

Correct formation?

 Yes

 No
   

“Push  
forward... 
up... and 
around.”

O
b

se
rv

a
tio

ns
:

   push forw
ard

 &
 u

p

a
ro

u
n

d

Level 1a
With starting points and  

letter shape guide

This letter makes 
 the sound “e”

Forming Rainbow Letters 
Providing repeated practice. 

Start on 
the dot.1 Say the cue 

words as you 
write the letter.

3Stay in the 
path.2 “Push forward... 

up... and around.”

Repeat until  
all letters are 
completed.

4

In
st

ru
ct

io
ns

:

Change colour 
and repeat steps 
1-4 to make 
rainbow letters.

5

egg
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Correct posture?

 Yes

 No
    

Correct grip?

 Yes

 No
    

Correct cue said when writing?

 Yes

 No
    

Correct formation?

 Yes

 No
   

“Push  
forward... 
up... and 
around.”

O
b

se
rv

a
tio

ns
:

Start on 
the dot.1

In
st

ru
ct

io
ns

:
Level 1b

With starting points only.

This letter makes 
 the sound “e”

Forming Letters 
Providing repeated practice. 

egg

2 Circle your 
best letter.4Say the cue words 

as you write the 
letter.

“Push forward... 
up... and around.”

Repeat until  
all letters are 
completed.

3
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Correct posture?

 Yes

 No
    

Correct grip?

 Yes

 No
    

Correct cue said when writing?

 Yes

 No
    

Correct formation?

 Yes

 No
   

“Around... 
up high... 

and 
down.”

O
b

se
rv

a
tio

ns
:

a
ro

un
d

up
 h

ig
h

d
o

w
n

Level 1a
With starting points and  

letter shape guide

This letter makes 
 the sound “d”

Forming Rainbow Letters 
Providing repeated practice. 

Start on 
the dot.1 Say the cue 

words as you 
write the letter.

3Stay in the 
path.2 “Around... up high... 

and down.”

Repeat until  
all letters are 
completed.

4

In
st

ru
ct

io
ns

:

Change colour 
and repeat steps 
1-4 to make 
rainbow letters.

5

dig
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Correct posture?

 Yes

 No
    

Correct grip?

 Yes

 No
    

Correct cue said when writing?

 Yes

 No
    

Correct formation?

 Yes

 No
   

“Around... 
up high... 

and 
down.”

O
b

se
rv

a
tio

ns
:

Start on 
the dot.1

In
st

ru
ct

io
ns

:
Level 1b

With starting points only.

This letter makes 
 the sound “d”

Forming Letters 
Providing repeated practice. 

dig

2 Circle your 
best letter.4Say the cue words 

as you write the 
letter.

“Around... up high... 
and down.”

Repeat until  
all letters are 
completed.

3
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Correct posture?

 Yes

 No
    

Correct grip?

 Yes

 No
    

Correct cue said when writing?

 Yes

 No
    

Correct formation?

 Yes

 No
   

“Around.”

O
b

se
rv

a
tio

ns
:

a
ro

un
d

Level 1a
With starting points and  

letter shape guide

This letter makes 
 the sound “c”

Forming Rainbow Letters 
Providing repeated practice. 

Start on 
the dot.1 Say the cue 

words as you 
write the letter.

3Stay in the 
path.2 “Around.”

Repeat until  
all letters are 
completed.

4

In
st

ru
ct

io
ns

:

Change colour 
and repeat steps 
1-4 to make 
rainbow letters.

5

car
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Correct posture?

 Yes

 No
    

Correct grip?

 Yes

 No
    

Correct cue said when writing?

 Yes

 No
    

Correct formation?

 Yes

 No
   

“Around.”

O
b

se
rv

a
tio

ns
:

Start on 
the dot.1

In
st

ru
ct

io
ns

:
Level 1b

With starting points only.

This letter makes 
 the sound “c”

Forming Letters 
Providing repeated practice. 

car

2 Circle your 
best letter.4Say the cue words 

as you write the 
letter. “Around.”

Repeat until  
all letters are 
completed.

3
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