STEP 1: Establishing the range in student ability

Placement Test Instructions

e Present the screen below to each class (ideally in week 1 of Term 1).

e Progress through the screen unfil students start making errors. At this point the relevant students can be asked to
cease the screen as their earliest point of difficulty has been identified.

e Either use a template or direct students to rule up their page in columns. Stage 1 words in column 1, stage 2
words in column 2 and so on. This set-up will assist the process of analysing the results.

* Middle and upper primary teachers will still need to start the placement test at stage 1. However, it may be
useful to present the spelling test in 2 to 3 sitfings. 15 minutes before recess, 15 minutes after recess and for the
students who are sfill sfrong spellers, 15 minutes after lunch.

Explanation to the class:

"We are going to complete a spelling test. The words start off simple and gradually will
become more difficult. When | tap you on the shoulder you can stop writing and read a
book (while the other students keep spelling). The first list of words will be placed within
the first column. The second list of words in the second column and so on. Let's get
started. Listen carefully fo the words | am asking you fo spell and do your best. Please do
not use an eraser. If you want to make two aftempts of the word, | would like to see both
of your attempts. Let’s get started."

Stage 1 Stage 2 Stage 3 Stage 5 Stage 6
Target 1 CCC- dge aas ‘o’ ac ch as ‘sh’
rod strict edge squabble accelerate parachute
ove run ccc-/squ igh ch as ‘K’ al as ‘schwa +I’ ob
lip squelch frighten mechanic essential obliterate
had Double letters tch gas' ate ous
%%ﬁfm“ yes press kitchen gentleman accommodate carnivorous
a Imona
words wet a-e ph ear as ‘er’ able silent g
Target 2 shape orphan research admirable champagne
sh, shut i-e eaas'‘e’ age as ‘ij’ ible para
ch, chin line instead luggage intelligible paralyse
th, that - . :
- pick ir mb/silent b augh al ir
ee, weed skirt plumber naughty oriental iresistible
oo moon ow -le (schwa +l) si as ‘zh’ ious quet
Target 3 window shuffle excursion anxious banqguet
sni oa e ti as ‘sh’ cious sub
Cccvc t -p . y . - .
2 ne toast chimney reception malicious submersible
CcvccC send ew ceas's aias ‘e’ al eous
lump . . . .
o drew disgrace mountain hysterical miscellaneous
ptional pram
additional wind ou air cas's ship ise
d
e sold count repair celery relationship popularise
Target 4 aw ore ous ent yse
ay, clay yawn before fremendous obedient hydrolyse
ing, bring ea -le (schwa +l) yas ‘I ary icle/acle
or, sport steam grumble syllable documentary chronicle
ar, start ve ge I ouas ‘v’ cal
all, smalll | huri ioh . |
al chain clue orange urricane nouris reciproca
er, under ur or as ‘schwa er’ silent u cir silent n
oi, point hurt doctor guardian circumference solemn
oy joy Y qu our as ‘schwa er’ ar con
Optional paint windy liquid neighbour circular convenience
Odﬁgﬁg?m Wihfer kn oar tu as ‘ch’ ment silent p
enjoy knife roar furniture measurement pseudonym
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Template Sample 2

Name:

Dafte:

Stage 1

Stage 2

Stage 3

Stage 4

Stage 5

Stage 6

Target 1

Target 2

10

11

12

13

Target 3

14

15

16

17

18

19

Target 4

20

21

22

Score

/16

Score

/16

Score

/16

Score

/16

Score

/16

Stage 1

()]
c C
£.0
:-O—
o 3
o £
= "0
L2 c
o

00
v C
=
S 2
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The Potential Range Evident in Classes

Recommended: the black/grey/black colour coding which emphasises the phonic and the sound
structure contained within the spelling list words. The black/grey/black colour coding shows students
how they are to sound out and spell their list words

Potential Range in Ability within a Junior Primary Class

CcvC sh ar

sun ship chart

mud ﬁSh arch

had shed ar
. star

let ‘g's: smart
IS shark

got rush art

Potential Range in Ability within a Middle Primary Class

Phonics: OF
Sounding strategy:
individual sounds

Phonics: AW
Sounding strategy:
individual sounds

dge sigh
Sounding strategy:
individual sounds

tion [ti = si]
Sounding strategy:
syllable spelling

storm
sport
north
thorn
fork
forget
corn

saw
jaw
raw
lawn
draw
prawn
yawn

hedge
ledge
edge
sledge
wedge
high
sigh
bright
might

infection

congestion
solution

inspection

invention
description

rejection

lotion

Potential Range in Ability within an Upper Primary Class

OW at the end of words
Od in the middle of words

cious
Sounding strategy:
syllable spelling

slow
show
throw
blow
pillow
boat
road

toast

float

e .
and syllable speliing syllable spelling
sigh obedient
high transparent
slight resident
might fluent
flight independent
fight abundant
right incessant
midnight inhabitant
twilight stagnant
delight distant

malicious
precocious
tenacious
gracious
vigilant
luscious
afrocious
suspicious
ferocious
spacious
vicious

18 Phonic and Sight Word Sequence © PLD Organisation Pty. Ltd.



End of Term 1 Review

Stage 5 Stage 6

Target 2 Target 1

Target 3

Target 4

End of Term 2 Review

Stage 5 Stage 6

Target 2 Target 1

Target 3

Target 4

CCcC- dge aas ‘o’ ac ch as ‘sh’
dog stfrong badge squadron accomplice moustache
cve yes squ igh ch as ‘K’ al as ‘schwa +I’ ob
pit squid delightful chemist residential obnoxious
fun Double letters tch gas'y ate ous
gloss ifchy generation authenticate precocious
sh, dish a-e ph ear as ‘er’ able silent g
. plate frophy rehearse comparable sovereign
ch, rich i-e eaas'e’ age as ‘ij’ ible para
th, them spine thread advantage accessible paraphernalia
ck, sock ir silent b augh al il
ee, feed Twirl crumb caught hysterical illiterate
ow fle si as ‘zh’ ious quet
e shoot elbow -le (schwa +) conclusion oblivious croquet
oa ey ti as ‘sh’ cious sub
ccve clqp roast hockey consideration luscious subcontinent
s twin ew ceas's’ aias ‘e’ al eous
sold chew replace bargain residential simultaneous
cvece lift ou air cas's ship ise
ground dairy parcel apprenticeship subsidise
ay sway aw ore ous ent yse
. ! . lawn restore miraculous independent breathalyse
ke, thing ea -le (schwa +l) yas'‘l ary icle/acle
or, north cream crumble symbol contemporary oracle
ar, chart ve ge (] ouas ‘v’ cal
all fall blue plunge embarrassed encourage theological
L ) ur or as ‘schwa er’ silent v cir silent n
ai, paint purse inspector disguise circumscribe condemn
er, never Y qu our as ‘schwa er’ ar con
oi, spoil sticky quaint demeanour perpendicular congregation
. kn oar tu as ‘ch’ ment silent h
oy enoy knee hoard agriculture commitment exhaust

CCcC- dge aas ‘o’ ac ch as ‘sh’
fog strand pledge quantity accede champagne
cve get squ igh ch as ‘K’ al as ‘schwa +I’ ob
pad squint frightened character confidential obliterate
run Double letters tch gas'y ate ous
frizz stretch engineer congregate judicious
sh, shop a-e ph ear as ‘er’ able silent p
skate dolphin earthworm iritable pneumonia
ch, much i-e eaas'e’ age as ‘ij’ ible para
th, with slime breakfast stoppage reversible parachute
ck, luck ir silent b augh al im
ee, keep squirm thumb daughter oriental imprecise
ow -le (schwa +l) si as ‘sh’ ious quet
O hook shallow baffle procession notorious bouquet
oa ey ti as ‘sh’ cious sub
ccve flag coach jockey conversation suspicious subversive
2 glad ew ceas's’ aias ‘e’ al eous
soft grew embrace certain theatrical spontaneous
cvece pond ou air cas's ship ise
around fairy cellar premiership sympathise
ay today aw ore ous ent yse
. ! ) straw ignore prosperous complacent electrolyse
ing; cling ea -le (schwa +I) yas'l ary icle/acle
or, port reach scribble mystery complimentary spectacle
ar, march ve ge (] ouas 'y cal
all stall true hinge barricade flourish chronological
L ) ur or as ‘schwa er’ silent u cir silent n
al, brain nurse spectator guarantee circumnavigate column
er, winter Y qu our as ‘schwa er’ ar con
oi, joint frosty quarter humour grammar contemporary
5 boy kn oar tu as ‘ch’ ment silent h
know board sculpture embarrassment rhythm
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End of Term 3 Review

Stage 5 Stage 6

CCcC- dge aas ‘o’ ac ch as ‘sh’
dog sprint smudge wander accordion chandelier
cve yes squ igh ch as ‘K’ al as ‘schwa +I’ ob
pit squish mighty orchid influential obtrusive
fun Double letters tch gas'y ate ous
scuff switch danger accentuate deciduous
sh, wish a-e ph ear as ‘er’ able silent h
brave pamphlet heard knowledgeable rhubarb
ch, chat i-e eaas'e’ age as ‘ij’ ible para
th, then drive pleasant voyage intelligible paradigm
ck, rock ir silent b augh al in
ee, seem thirty doubt faught professional incredible
ow -le (schwa +l) si as ‘sh’ ious quet
e book throw muffle concussion ambitious tourniquet
. oa ey ti as ‘sh’ cious sub
ccve sk|.p toaster furkey exclamation judicious subterranean
garn ew ceas's’ aias ‘e’ al eous
& . - .
mint blew necklace fountain technical herbaceous
cvcce tent ou air cas's ship ise
amount repaired certain scholarship jeopardise
ay stay aw ore ous ent yse
. ! : prawn explore momentous absorbent psychoanalyse
Ing, sting dream -le (schwa +I) yas'l ary icle/acle
or, torch dream edible typical preliminary follicle
ar, smart ve ge (] ouas ‘v cal
glue singe correspond discourage symmetrical
all, ball : ; - = 5
. ) ur or as ‘schwa er silent u cir silent p
ai, snail burst elevator vague circumstantial pseudonym
er, number Y qu our as ‘schwa er’ ar con
oi, join, handy require favourite registrar confederate
kn oar tu as ‘ch’ ment silent t
oy foy knew aboard structure commencement mortgage

End of Term 4 Review

Stage 5 Stage 6

CCcC- dge aas ‘o’ ac ch as ‘sh’
= rod strict edge squabble accelerate parachute
© run squ igh ch as ‘K’ al as ‘schwa +I’ ob
5| CvC ) - 3 . .

5 lip squelch frighten mechanic essential obliterate
= wet Double letters tch gas'j ate ous
press kitchen gentleman accommodate carnivorous
a-e ph ear as ‘er’ able silent g
sh, shut -
] shape orphan research admirable champagne
= ch, chin i-e eaas'‘e’ age as ‘ij’ ible para
® th, that line instead luggage intelligible paralyse
g ck, pick ir silent b augh al ir
ce weed skirt plumber naughty oriental iresponsible
ow -le (schwa +l) si as ‘zh’ ious quet
oo moon . . .
window shuffle excursion anxious banguet
. oa ey ti as ‘sh’ cious sub
o Sh.lp toast chimney reception malicious submersible
© 2 trip ew ceas's’ aias ‘e’ al eous
g’ cvee send drew disgrace mountain hysterical miscellaneous
= lump ou air cas's ship ise
count repair celery relationship popularise
aw ore ous ent yse
Vs cIny yawn before fremendous obedient hydrolyse
ing, bring ea -le (schwa +l) yas‘l ary icle/acle
or, sport steam grumble syllable documentary chronicle
= ar, start ve ge " ouas ‘v’ cal
© clue orange hurricane nourish reciprocal
(o) all, small - ; " n -
5 . ) ur or as ‘schwa er silent v cir silent n
= al, chain hurt doctor guardian circumference solemn
er, under Y qu our as ‘schwa er’ ar con
oi, point windy liquid neighbour circular convenience
oy joy kn oar tu as ‘ch’ ment silent g
knife roar furniture measurement paradigm
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Managing the Implementation Across the School

Siep ] Present the Term 1 placement test to students.

Siep 9 Group students according to which stage the explicit synthetic phonics instruction is required.

Step 3 Display class results using option 1 (table) or option 2 (Excel).

Option 1: Entry of school data into a table (template on the following page)

Each term class teachers enter the range in ability within their class group and thereby demonstrate
the progress in student ability.

Year 1 (Year 2/3| Year3 | Year4 |Year4/5|Year 5/6| Year é

Target 1: CVC
PR Target 2: sh, ch, th, oo, ee, ck
.g Target 3: Blends CCVC & CVCC 14 5
Target 4: ar, or, er, ing, di, ay, oi 2 6 2
8 10 5 3 4
2 7 10 7 4 5 2
5 8 15 6 4
3 6 7 8
5 12

Option 2: Entry of class profiles into Excel
Excel spreadsheets are available upon request from mail@pld-literacy.org

Junior Primary Spelling Tracking - using the Phonic Sight Word Sequence Placement Test

Term 1 Term 2

Target Target Target Target
1 2 3 4

cvc sh, ch, CCcvcC ar, or,
th, oo, CcvcCcC er, ay
ee

Target Target Target Target
1 2 3 4

Names cvcC sh, ch, Cccvc ar, or,
th, oo, CvVCC er, ay
ee

Sarah Lim 100%  80% 100%  85% 25% 100% 100% 100% @ 90% 55%
Nathan Brown | 100% 100% 100% = 40% 100% 100% 100%  90% 20%
Brendon Klim | 100% 60% 100% 85% 40%

Rachel Sims | 100%  100%  100% = 100% 85% 20% 100% 100% = 100% = 100% @ 100% = 60%

Max White 100% 100% 100%  90% 40% 100% 100% 100% 100%  65%
Kayla Pearce | 100% 100% 100%  100% 15% 100% 100% = 100% 100%  35%
Georgialee | 100% = 80% 100%  100% = 45% 25%

Typical Expected Progress:

* Within stage 1 students should progress from one target to the next each term. (Initially Target 1 and Target 2
may fake more time to establish.

 |f students are operating within stages 2, 3, 4, 5 or é students should increase in accuracy by a minimum of
25% each term.
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