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Diana Rigg
PLD Literacy & Learning

Year 1 & 2
Handouts

Preparation 
Phase 
The preparation of pre-
literacy, motor and 
language to support 
formal literacy and 
learning.

Early Literacy 
Acquisition 
Phase
The formal teaching of 
reading, spelling & 
writing.

Decoding 1st 

Spelling 2nd

Writing 3rd 

Curriculum 
Phase
In the Curriculum Phase,  
students require 
automatic literacy, 
language and motor skills 
in order to participate in a 
broad based curriculum.

The General Phases in 
Primary Schools

● Stable leadership

● Explicit and published 
agendas for school 
improvement.

High Performing 
Primary Schools

● All schools are 
implementing synthetic 
phonics

● All are teaching phonics 
explicitly and 
systematically.

High Performing 
Primary Schools

● Lower-variation teaching ?

● Mandated programs?

● Assessment cycles?

● Achievement targets?

● Scope and sequence?

High Performing 
Primary Schools
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● Maximise the phase in 
which students learn to 
read, spell and write

High Performing 
Primary Schools

At what age is it difficult to 
address literacy and learning 
issues even with extra funding 
and special programs?

Question:

Diana Rigg
PLD Literacy & Learning

Session 1a
Unable to read

Pathway into literacy… 

Preparation for literacy

Decoding 1st 
Spelling 2nd 
Writing 3rd

Decoding 1st 2 primary skills
Spelling 2nd 3 primary skills
Writing 3rd multiple primary skills

Pathway into literacy … Question:

What two skills 
facilitate early reading?
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Skill 1: Alphabet sounds

Skill 2: Blending of 3 sounds or phonemes.     

(Phonemic Awareness)

Decoding Prerequisite Skills 
from week 1 in Term 1

Pre-Reading Skill 1 Alphabet Sounds
& then phonic sounds

What skill is more 
important than the 
alphabet?

Question

Blending three phonemes
Pre-Reading Skill 2: Blending
(Phonemic Awareness)
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Do not let students 
call out answers, 
when presenting 
the blending tasks.

Tip:

Diana Rigg
PLD Literacy & Learning

Session 1b
Unable to spell

Question:

What skills facilitate 
early spelling?

Early reading

Early spelling

Different types of phonemic 
awareness skills? Traditional 

approach

What is the first sound? 
What is the last sound?
What is the medial 
sound?
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Small group approach Small group approach

Transitions out the door Head, shoulders, hips!

Segmentation
What is the initial, medial and final sound.

Segmentation
What is the initial, medial and final sound.
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Early reading

Early spelling

Different types of 
alphabet skills?

Diana Rigg
PLD Literacy & Learning

Session 2
Profiling Early Reading 
and why?

Page 51+ Page 71+
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PM Benchmarking and running records

Profiling: accuracy 
and automaticity

But how is it possible to develop 
automaticity and fluency?

In round robin reading:
● Students take turns in reading parts of a text 
● Does not improve fluency.
● Why? Students only read part of a text once. 

In repeated reading
● Four readings are sufficient for most students.
● Improves word recognition, speed and accuracy, 

but not necessarily comprehension.

Round Robin vs Repeated Reading
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The National Reading Panel reported on the 
effectiveness of repeated oral reading:

“...repeated reading…“ (p.143)

● Texts should be brief - around 100-200 words.
● Texts should be at an appropriate difficulty 

level that allows about 95% correct reading. .

Repeated Reading Repeated Reading

Sometimes this occurs
Phonic games 
to supplement reading books

Page 13

UK Phonics Check
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Real & Nonsense Words

Keep consolidating concepts covered Demonstration

Sight Words
in an explicit and 

systematic manner

Regular words 
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Approximately 50% of English words 
are spelt correctly with regular sound-to-
letter conversions.
A further 36% of words have just one 
element of sound-letter inconsistency.

Hannah (1966) reminds us: Slightly irregular words 

Phonics learning required Visual Trick
Acronym ? Mnemonic?  
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Initially VC and CVC 
with limited sight words

Guided reading material 
& Home readers

Home reading….
Parent education & support staff  

What to expect?
Aim to make it as enjoyable as possible

Step 1 - Sounding Phase  
Every word is decoded!
Rapid fatigue.

Step 2 - Automaticity starting 
Chunking emerging!
Reduced fatigue.
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Step 3 -
Whole word dysfluent reading

Diana Rigg
PLD Literacy & Learning

Session 3
Synthetic 
Phonics

12 months 
increase in ability

for 4 terms at school

Annual standardised testing End of year standardised testing

End of year standardised testing

The research consistently supports 
synthetic phonics, with its strong code 
emphasis, as the most effective method 
of literacy instruction.

Why synthetic phonics?
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1. Explicit Teaching 
2. Systematic ordered teaching
3. ‘Sounding-Out Words’ 

Synthetic phonics vs
traditional phonics

Students learn that letters correspond to 
letter sounds that these can be blended to 
form words and words can be spelled by 
sounding out and building a sequence of 
letters corresponding to the spoken sounds. 

Synthetic phonics vs
traditional phonics

Word families 
CVC at words,

CVC in words etc.
Are not SSP

but traditional phonics!

Word families 
st, cr, br, cl, etc.

Are not SSP
but traditional phonics!

Tricky graphemes
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Stage 1 concepts

● Scottish – “u”
● Kiwi – i/e 
● Japanese “r”
● Some English

Accents impact pronunciation 
of phonemes

Remember
Phonics does not teach 
phonemic awareness!

Phonemic awareness is 
imperative in order to take 
advantage of phonics 
instruction.
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Once a student is conscious of 
the sounds that comprise words, 
the mapping of the sounds to the 
alphabetic & phonic system occurs 
with much greater ease.

Theory ...

Munro (1989) explains that a student’s 
ability to attend to phonemes in words 
provides the child with the “hooks” on 
which our knowledge of letter clusters 
is hung.
Assessing and Teaching Phonological Knowledge: 
John Munro (1989)

Theory ...

Stage 2 concepts Stage 2 concepts

Stage 2 concepts
Placement Test
Establish the range in ability
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● b/d - e.g. hab instead of had

● c/k - e.g. kut instead of cut

● Medial vowels a/u, i/e

Variability of performance:
Letter formation is generally difficult 
for many students at this age. 

Common CVC errors
Single word vs
Sentence level tasks

Stage 1 worksheets

Establish the range 
in ability 

within your class.

Placement Test
Establish the range in ability

When a student scores under 
80 or 85% it is recommended that 
phonic-based spelling efforts need 
to be targeted at this specific level.

Marking & Analysis
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When marking the test, only mark to 
the point that multiple errors are 
being made.
The scores of each stage are then to
be converted into a percentage.

How do I mark the tests?

● Undoubtedly there will be a range in any class

● Some students will present straightforward

● Some students will be more complex and a 
judgement call will need to be made.

How do I mark the tests?

Full set of results 
from a 

Year 2 class

Option1: 
Students write in columns

Option 2:
Create a template

Option 3:
Apply the PLD template

Page 12
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Student 1
Stage 1: 96%
Stage 2: 69%
Stage 3: 0%

Student 3 
Stage 1: 100%
Stage 2: 100%
Stage 3: 56%

Basic whole school profiling.
An appropriate starting point.

More comprehensive tracking
The recommended approach.

Example 1:
School in Victoria

Example 2:
School in WA
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Suggestion for ‘useful’ data:

Cluster the range in ability 
into  three ability groups.

Identify in NOTES, the 
complex students.

School 3 Incomplete 
data entry!
Why would 
this not be 
recommended?

Tip: Highlight 
what you will 
target.
Issue: Not 
targeting on 
the basis of 
testing! 

As a rule, the 
greater the delay, 
the greater the 
need for revision 
of concepts. 

Relevant to high 
performing 
students or high 
performing Year 2 
classes.

Recommendation 
for all within whole class teaching sessions
and lower ability students.
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Traditional phonics 
highlight the phonic pattern in focus. The potential range in ability 

The potential range in ability 

Rather than “rotating groups” 
a simple but effective process involves 
every student completing the same 
spelling task for the day, but with 
different words. 

Managing 3 levels
An alternative to streaming or rotations

General structure in literacy blocks

1. Organisation 2 minutes

Place spelling books  on desks/tables, collect two coloured pencils/pens, 
then return to the group for the ‘teaching phase’.  

2. Explicitly Instruct the words of the week (& revision) 5 minutes

● Phonic Flashcards to revise phonic concepts already covered. 
● Read and ‘sound-out’ the spelling words within each assigned spelling list. 

3.  Demonstration of the task for the day 4 minutes

● Demonstrate the task with one (or two) words from each of the spelling lists. 
● Importantly show the students how to do the task properly, rather than taking shortcuts.  

Explain WHAT is the purpose of the assigned task, and what is the learning that 
should be occurring. 

4.  Set a timer for the task completion 10 or 15 or 20 minutes

Students are expected to complete the daily task with their assigned spelling list.  

Monday: ‘Sound-out as you spell’ & apply the phonics

Tuesday: ‘Sound-out as you spell’ & apply the phonics

Wednesday: ‘Sound-out as you spell’ & apply the phonics

Thursday: ‘Sound-out as you spell’ & apply the phonics

Friday: ‘Sound-out as you spell’ & apply the phonics

Purpose of the teaching & task
in weekly routine.
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Test on Friday?

Initial Priority
Sound out as you spell 
and apply the phonics

Rewrite your words 
Remember to sound out as you spell

Rewrite your words 
Remember to sound out as you spell

Rewrite your words 
Remember to sound out as you spell

PLD Handwriting & Spelling 
Homework Templates
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Less words but increase the copying 
& handwriting focus

LCSWC - single time
Teach it first!

PLD Phoneme sheets
Triangle Words or 
Step Word Pyramids

Partner Process Stage 2 long and short vowels?
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Sound & phonic structure
Activity options Sound & phonic structure

Activity options

Sound & phonic structure
Activity options

Secondary Priority
Transfer your spelling and phonic 

concepts into written work.

Monday: ‘Sound-out as you spell’ & apply the phonics

Tuesday: ‘Sound-out as you spell’ & apply the phonics

Wednesday: ‘Sound-out as you spell’ & apply the phonics

Thursday: Spelling words transferred into writing

Friday: Spelling words transferred into writing

Purpose of the teaching & task
in weekly routine.

Traditional task
Sentence generation 

Option: 
2-3 list words 
per sentence
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Genre: 
A connected conversation

Genre: 
A recount

Keep consolidating concepts 
covered

Later Priority, as the words 
become more complex

The semantic nature of the 
spelling words

Monday: ‘Sound-out as you spell’ & apply the phonics

Tuesday: ‘Sound-out as you spell’ & apply the phonics

Wednesday: ‘Sound-out as you spell’ & apply the phonics

Thursday: Semantics and the meaning of the list words

Friday: Spelling words transferred into writing

Purpose of the teaching & task
in weekly routine.

Rewrite in alternating colours 
& then illustrate
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Synonyms Semantic connections

Term 1 Review Term 3 Review

Term 4 Review

Integrating dictation into SSP
Option 1 - Phonic-based dictation
Option 2: Self generated extended 

written tasks
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Dictation is easier than 
self-generated writing!

Remember

Each section of a sentence comprised of 
multiple words (typically between 3 and 10 
words) will need to be repeated once or 
twice, before the writing occurs. 

Delivery tip 2

If low language …. repeat

Suggestion:
● Pencils/pens down while the section of 

the sentence is being repeated. 

Delivery tip 4

● At the conclusion of the dictation, 
the passage should be re-read from 
start to finish. 

Why? This provides writers with the 
opportunity to re-read and edit their work.  

Delivery tip 5

Short sessions are effective.
● 5 minutes
● 10 minutes
● 15 minutes
Repeat the same passage.
● Twice, or three times a week?

Delivery tip 6
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View as a staff: 
approximately 1 hour

www.pld-literacy.org/seminars/

Literacy focus

Motor focus Oral Language focus

PLD Phonic Dictation 
Short format

PLD Phonic Dictation 
Extended format
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sh passages CCVC Passages

aw passages

● Low level students 
● Average & high ability students 

Realistic staffing approach

15 minutes
1. Read the passage 2-3 times
2. Spell 4 words 
3. 5-10 minutes dictation

Support staff process

Recommendation
Dictation exercise book 
to record the progress
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Diana Rigg
PLD Literacy & Learning

Oral language

Page 12

Highly recommended

Research has repeatedly shown that 
there is a significant relationship 
between language skills and overall 
academic success (Paul, 2001). 

Theory ….

The relationship between language 
and reading comprehension is stronger 
than that between language and 
reading accuracy…..(Whitehurst & Lonigan, 1998). 

Similar theme ...

“While it is true that lower levels of oral vocabulary 
and poorer overall oral language skills do not directly 
compromise a child’s learning to read, and that pre-
literacy skills do (i.e. alphabetic knowledge, 
phonological awareness, print awareness), low oral 
vocabulary and poorer overall language skills begin 
to exact a heavy toll on reading achievement by 
grade 3 when text demands increase.”
(p 394 Starch & Whitehurst, 2002)

“Middle Grade Slump”

“Research has shown that in Australia, despite 
increases in overall prosperity, the 
developmental outcomes for children have 
worsened and researchers urge for the 
implementation of preventative strategies 
that act earlier in childhood…”
“Early Years Study: Reversing the Real Brain Drain” 2000, 
page 5 of the Executive Summary.

Trends & Future Directions



6/12/2018

(C) 2019 PLD Literacy & Learning: Redistribution of any part of the notes to persons not registered for the seminar is strictly prohibited.

30

20% of four year old children 
have difficulty understanding 

or using language

Student history questions

1.Recurrent ear infections?

2.Speech and language delay (past or present)?

3.Family members with speech and/or
language/literacy delays? (Genetics)

An oral language basis 
to literacy

“Language deficits are closely associated with reading 
disabilities. In many cases, these language deficits 
precede and are causally linked to reading problems… 
the fact that language deficits are both the cause and 
consequence of reading problems ensures that language 
problems will be a major component of almost all cases 
of reading disabilities.” Catts & Kamhi, 1999:116-117.

73% of poor readers have a history of language deficits 
(Catts et al. 1999).

Diana Rigg
PLD Literacy & Learning

Explicit Oral Language 
Instruction 
Event-based news 

End of day routine or end of lesson routine:

What was your most significant 
curriculum learning from the day?
End of the day routine?

End of lesson routine?

Transition out the door?

Adapt traditional event news 
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Option: Point and talk
Adult creates a sentence with pictures
Adult models 4-5 times
Children then copy

Option: Microphone
Adult creates a sentence with pictures
Adult models 4-5 times
Children then copy

End of the day routine?

End of lesson routine?

Transition out the door?

Option 3: hoops
Adult models 3, children then complete their own. Year 1 example

Year 2 example Year 2 example
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Oral News Written News

Written News

Diana Rigg
PLD Literacy & Learning

Explicit Oral 
Language Instruction 
Object description - show and tell

Descriptions Semantic group descriptions
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Descriptions Descriptions

Diana Rigg
PLD Literacy & Learning

Explicit Oral Language 
Instruction 
Activity Recounts

Recount

Activity Recounts

Diana Rigg
PLD Literacy & Learning

Explicit Oral Language 
Instruction 
Developing narrative ability
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Narrative Programs are designed 
to strengthen overall academic 
performance, comprehension 
and written expression ability.

Theory

Recommended 
picture books

Simplistic narrative structure

Develop an understanding 
of narrative structure 
through oral retells of 
familiar picture books.

Familiarisation Phase
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Don’t release all images
From the outset

If they don’t speak it, 
they won’t write it.
They will write as they speak.

Oral language skills = 
written language skills
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PLD Course Copyright Notice

© This online course content is protected 
by the Copyright Act. of 1968. All rights 
are reserved.

Any redistribution or reproduction of 
any part of the content (in any form) 
is strictly prohibited.

Storage of the content in any website or 
other form of electronic retrieval system 
is not permitted.
2019 © PLD Organisation Pty. Ltd.


