
Key Area: Oral Language

A Whole School Approach to... 

Developing Narrative Skills

Resources available from www.pld-literacy.org

mail@pld-literacy.org   Phone: +61 (08) 9227 0846 

Copyright Terms of Use at https://pld-literacy.org/copyright

Research focused on narrative ability has repeatedly reported a correlation with academic achievement. Narrative training programs 
have also been shown to produce positive growth in reading comprehension and written expression ability. 

However, as an increasing number of children enter the education system with immature language skills, this progressive program 
aims to maximise children’s language profile and there by their overall academic achievement.
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Teacher’s 
manual and  
3 sets of AA 
posters with 
matching 
cards.

*Listen and 
Speak posters 
are also 
included.

Teacher’s 
manual and  
3 sets of A4 
posters with 
matching 
cards.

*Listen and 
Speak posters 
are also 
included.

Teacher’s manual 
which includes 50 
examples of picture 
books with the 
narrative structure 
applied. A4 posters 
with matching cards. 

Teacher’s manual 
which includes 50 
examples of  picture 
books with the 
narrative structure 
applied. A4 posters 
with matching cards. 
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FoundationEvent Recount

Who?Who?When?When? What?What? Where?Where?

Why?Why?

InformationInformation

FeelingsFeelings
ThoughtsThoughts
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Cards match 
poster cues.

Narratives

BeginningBeginning

ProblemProblem

When? Who? What? Where?
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FeelingsFeelings ThoughtsThoughts

Because / So

&

FeelingsFeelings ThoughtsThoughts

Because / So

&

Junior 

Primary Narrative Structure
Middle
& Upper
Primary

11
stst

attemptattempt 22
ndnd

attemptattempt

The main character(s’) feelings and thoughts

about the key event, problem and complication.

The main character(s') feelings and thoughts in reaction 

to the events and outcome of the story.

This introduces:

� WHEN the story takes place? � WHAT the characters are doing?

� WHO the main characters are? � WHERE the characters are?

The main character(s’) success or failure in the pursuit of the goal.

An event, problem or complication.

Goal setting and how the main character or 

characters decide to tackle the problem. 

Attempts at 

achieving 

the goal. 
33
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attemptattempt

Introduction or SettingIntroduction or Setting

Feelings and ThoughtsFeelings and Thoughts

Problem!Problem!

Feelings and ThoughtsFeelings and Thoughts

PlanPlan

Conclusion or ResolutionConclusion or Resolution

Because, However, AlthoughBecause, However, Although

Decided, Wondered, Planned, SoDecided, Wondered, Planned, So

Because, However, AlthoughBecause, However, Although

44
thth

attemptattempt

*  The posters remind students what is involved in 
listening and speaking. The A3 size makes them ideal 
display items for student and teacher reference.
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Developing oral narrative skills for later 
writing & comprehension
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manual and 
posters with  
matching 
cards.
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Picture Book Recounting Early
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Step 2

Developing oral narrative skills for later  
writing & comprehension
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First...
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Third...
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Second...

nd21 rd3
Apply the 

joining words 
‘so’, ‘but’ 

and ‘because’ as appropriate.
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Picture Book Recounting Foundation

. . .Version B

Teacher’s 
manual and 
posters with  
matching 
cards.
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